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UJrtutty <trnllrgr
Report

of
the Librarian

REPORT OF THB LIBRARIAN
July 1, 1941

To the Trustees of Trinity College:
In accordance with Section Three of Article Fifteen of the
Statutes of the College, I submit herewith the R~port of the
Librarian for the year ending June 30, 1941.
The Library, as in recent years, has been kept open eightyseven hours per week. The usual statistics in regard to attendance
follow:
1940-41
September

October
November
December
January
February
March

April
May
June

Total
Year

ATTENDANCE CLASSIFIED
Faculty
Day
Evening
752
132
39
141
4857
889

4672
2298
3917
4186
2111
2542
2789
736

592
347
673
659
342
354
316
112

165
97
156
180
117
153
147
56

28,860

4,416

1,251

Visitors
11

12
34

934
5904
5453
2749
4758
5039
2587
3068
3264
938

167

34,694

17
24
7
12
14
17

19

ATTENDANCE ANNUAL SUMMARY
1937-38
1938-39
1939-40
25,038
25,379
38,561

1936-37
26,137

Total

1940-41
34,694

Mr. Gibbons believes that the small decrease in the total
attendance is due largely to the fact that the English A books
were removed from the Reading Room of the Library to the
English A Room. This change has resulted, happily, in stopping
the over-crowding of the Reading Room during some of the
morning hours. At no time this year has the Reading Room
been uncomfortably crowded. The increased evening attendance
is also a matter for approbation.
INCREASE OF THE LIBRARY
During the year, there have been added to the Library 6,028
volumes, 5,675 pamphlets, and 3 prints, and a total of 17,706
items. Of these 2,431 volumes were purchased. All but nine of
the pamphlets, the three prints, and 3,588 volumes were presented.
Included in the total are 330 volumes of unbound periodicals.
Of the volumes added to the Library, 4,811 are bound and 1,217
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unbound. Most of the periodicals and a considerable number of
other unbound volumes will be bound during the summer.
Among the more important purchases of the year may be
·mentioned: Daudet (Works) in English, 20 vols; Dryden's
Works; ed. Walter Scott, 18 vols; The Monist (periodical) 27
vols; Dictionary of American History, 5 vols. and Index; Encyclopedia of Islam, 4 vols; Review of English Studies (periodical), 14 vols ; Cambridge Bibliography of English Literature,
4 vols; Macaulay's History of England, ed. C. H. Firth, 6 vols;
Riches, Analytical Bibliography of Universal Collected Biography;
Evans, The Palace of Minos, 6 vols; Hamilton, Works, ed. H. C.
Lodge, 12 vols; Motley, Writings, Library · Edition, 17 vols;
Ruskin, Works, Library Edition, 39 vols ; Egerton, The Golden
Lotus, tr. from Chin Ping Mei, 4 vols; American Newspapers,
1821-1936, a Union List; Association of American Law Schools.
Selected Essays, 4 vols; American Guide Series (Federal Writers'
Project) All Vols. published to date; Helvetica Chimica Acta
(periodical) 23 vols; Holdsworth, History of English Law, 12
vols. and index; Halkett & Laing, Dictionary of Anonymous ...
Literature, 7 vols; Purchas, Hakluytus Posthumus, 20 vols;
Keats, Poetical Works, 8 vols; Beilstein's Handbuch der
Organischen Chemie, v. 292 ; Hsi Yuan Mem Chien Lu, 40 pts;
Harvard-Y enching Institute. Sinological Index, 9 vols ; NationalCyclopaedia of American Biography, 30 vols; Mardrus, Book of
the Thousand and One Nights, 8 vols; Lewis, Shakespe~re Documents, 2 vols; U. S. Supreme Court Reports, 75 vols., and
Dingles' New Atlas of China.
GIFTS
The largest ,g ift of the year consisted of 660 volumes of
Patent Office publications of the Federal Government. This large
and valuable gift comes to us from Harry R. Williams, Esquire,
for fifty years a practicing lawyer in Hartford, who devoted
particular attention to patent cases. The value of these records
for the study of the industrial and social life of our country
cannot easily be overestimated. Josiah W. Levy, Esquire, also long
in practice in Hartford, through the good offices of his friend,
Dr. George H. Cohen, 1911, gave us some eighty volumes of the
Statute Laws of Connecticut dating from 1825 to 1930, together
with the Cyclopedia of Law and Procedure. Our own alumnus,
Guy Carlton Heater, '13, gave us upward of 40 law books. These
gifts greatly strengthen the Library in this field, and we are
grateful to the generous donors. To this should be added the
purchase of a set of the Reports of the Supreme Court of the
United States, which are of great importance for the courses in
American History and Constitutional Law.
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Mrs. Charles McManus, of Hartford, through the good offices ·
of Provost Jaquith, gave us some 400 volumes from the library
of her late husband. They include much French literature, books
on Marshal Foch, and on the Great War. It is an unusually useful
collection and we are grate£ ul to Mrs. McManus.
Stuart W. Jackson, of Montclair, New Jersey, a son of the
Rev. Augustus Jackson, '59, gave us some 35 volumes, chiefly of
recent literature, but including four bound volumes of his father's
manuscript sermons and four letters.
Henry D. B. B. Moore, Esquire, of Norfolk, Connecticut, has
added over 100 volumes and 80 pamphlets to the Moore Collection of books on China and the Far East. His continued interest
and generous gifts are highly appreciated .
. Gifts from the following alumni were received: The Rev. Dr.
Melville K. Bailey, '79; the Rev. Dr. William A. Beardsley, '88
(a copy of his History of St. Thomas's Church, New Haven);
the Hon. Joseph Buffington, LL.D., '75; John Ridgely Carter, '83;
Verner W. Clapp, '22; Dr. George H : Cohen, '11; Roger R.
Eastman, '24; Karl Fenning, '03; Thomas F. Flanagan, '12;
Alfred N. Guertin, '22; Guy C. Heater, '13; George A. Hey, '29;
William G. Mather, '77; Robert 0. Muller, '31; Edward A. Niles,
'16; Clarence I. Penn, '12; the Hon. Lawson Purdy, LL.D., '84;
John H. Smart, '95; Lloyd E. Smith, '23; Charles G. Woodward,
'98; and Richardson Wright, '10. Mrs. Frederick E. Haight,
widow of Frederick E. Haight, '87, gave us 90 volumes, largely
from his library.
Gifts were received from · these members of the Faculty:
President Remsen B. Ogilby, Arthur Adams, William 0.
Aydelotte, Archie R. Bangs, LeRoy C. Barret, Thomas H.
Bissonnette, J. Wendell Burger, Harry T. Costello, William C.
Helmbold, Thurman L. Hood, Robert B. W. Hutt, Gustav A.
Kleene, Louis H. Naylor, and William G. Wendell.
The following undergraduates presented books : John H.
Douglas, George Feehan, W. F. Jehl, Francis D. Ladner, Richard
Paddon, and Norbert Proulx.
We gratefully acknowledge the gifts of the publications of
the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching, the
Carnegie Endqwment for Int~mational Peace, the Carnegie
Institution of Washington, the Smithsonian Institution, the State
of C(?ntiecticut, and the Government of the United S_tates.
CATALOGUING
Miss Mary Moore Beale, Mrs. Harold Schatz, and Miss Virginia Orbeton have worked hard and efficiently to carry on the
work of cataloguing. The current work has been kept up to date
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and progress has been made in cataloguing the Moore Collection,
the Brown Collection, and the Wright Collection. However, the
staff is too small-too small even by ordinary standards to cope
with the ordinary accessions-and of course much too small to
catch up with such an amount of extra work as is inevitable with
great gifts such as the Moore Collection. Help is urgently needed
here.
The work of the year may thus be summarized :
Books catalogued .
Pamphlets catalogued
Books reclassed .
Books recatalogued
Continuations added
Periodicals added .

2,249

Total of items handled •

3,136

18

657
69

77

66

Reviewing the work of the last twenty-five and one-half years,
we have the following figures :
,Books catalogued .
Pamphlets catalogued .
Books recatalogued
Pamphlets recatalogued
Books reclassified .
•
Pamphlets reclassified •
Total
New cards added to the catalogue •

71,795
5,153
32,120
1,088

40,756
1,152

152,064
208,434

BINDING
As always, the greater part of the appropriation for binding
has been spent in caring for current periodicals. Both their number and the costs of binding have greatly increased in recent
years; consequently there, is less money available for binding other
material. Likewise, the amount of other material has also greatly
increased. Moreover, the increased use of our books entails increased expenditures for repairs and rebinding. The increased
appropriation for binding has helped and is greatly appreciated.
However, even greater increases are needed and, it is hoped, will
be granted.
FUNDS
· For the first time, the income from the bequest of the late
George Watson Cole, L.H.D., '20, has been available. It is restricted to purchases in the fields of Bibliography, Biography,
Literary Criticism, and General Works on American Literature.
rhe Fund will be of the greatest value in building up our collections in these fields, and we are greatly indebted to Dr. Cole for
his wise and generous remembrance of the Library. Other similar
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Funds are greatly needed, especially, perhaps, for History,
Biology, Physics, and the modern languages. The attention of
friends of the College who may be interested in the Library in
general or in any of these fields is invited to this need.
THE STAFF
Mrs. Harold Schatz has been with us many years; her work
is of the highest quality and covers a wide variety. She is faithful
and of great value to us. Miss Mary Moore Beale has the work
of cataloguing well in hand and is doing more than we would
believe possible. Miss Virginia Orbeton is a good assistant, but
as is pointed out elsewhere in this Report, much more help is
needed in the Cataloguing Department. Mr. Hughs Oliphant
Gibbons is doing excellent work as Reference Assistant and Superintendent of the Reading Room, and is helpful in whatever other
tasks fall to him in the work of the Library.
The student assistants received their compensation largely
through the National Youth Administration of the W. P.A. of
the Federal Government. They have been a great help, and on
the whole, the spirit in which they did their work was wholesome and creditable.
THE LIBRARY COMMITTEE
The fac~lty members of the Library Committee were:
President Remsen Brinckerhoff Ogilby, ex-officio, Professor Harry
Todd Costello, Chairman, Professor Odell Shepard, Professor
Morse S. Allen, during the second term, Professor Edward
DeLos Myers, Professor J. Wendell Burger, Professor William
Osgood Aydelotte, and the Librarian, Arthur Adams, Secretary.
The committee met, usually, twice a month throughout the
year. The lists of books recommended for purchase sent to the
members in advance, were carefully considered, and the special
knowledge of the several members was most helpful. The untiring
work of the Chairman, and his unfailing interest and helpfulness
in all that concerns the Library are gratefully acknowledged. The
regularity of attendance, the interest, and the unfailing sympathy
and helpfulness of President Ogilby are greatly appreciated by
all the members of the Committee, n·ot least by your Librarian.
NEEDS
As always, the needs of the Library may be summed up in
the one word, money. However, one especial need is impressing
itself more and more on the Staff, the Library Committee, and
indeed on all who use the Library. That great, pressing need is
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for a new building. No additions or alterations can make the
present building satisfactory; any money spent on it would be
wasted. The present building is crowded to capacity. We, literally,
do not know where to turn to. house and shelve the books that are
so generously showered on us. It seemed that transferring the
Chemistry books to the Riggs Library in the Laboratory would
provide room for several years, but the space so gained has been
more than filled. Something to provide space must be done and
done soon. It was hoped that the scheme for a central depository
library for little used and research material for the colleges of
the Connecticut Valley might be worked out in time to solve our
problem. However, unfortunately, it does not seem that the plan
is likely to be carried through in the near future--certainly not
soon enough to secure the immediate relief so urgently needed.
We need not only stack space, but adequate and convenient
working quarters for the staff, room for exhibition purposes, for
working space for members of the faculty, and for many other
purposes, literally too numerous to mention. The situation must
be faced and the needs of the Library and of the College for long
years to come must be carefully considered and provided for in
the building we must have.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
ARTHUR ADAMS,

Librarian. ·

